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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed June 25, 2002, Applicant elects 
Group III claims. Group III consisted of original claims 1-5, 8-9, 18-22, 25-30, 33- 
39, 42-47, and 50-51, stated by the Examiner as drawn to method for producing 
a recombinant protein only as drawn to use of a cell deficient in both araE and 
araFGH gene arabinose transporter systems. 

Group I consisted of original claims 1-6, 9, 18-23, 26-31, 34-40, 43-48, 
and 51, stated by the Examiner as drawn to method for producing a recombinant 
protein only as drawn to use of a cell deficient in only the araE gene arabinose 
transporter system. 

Group II consisted of original claims 1-5, 7, 9, 18-22, 24, 26-30, 32, 34-39, 
41, 43-47, 49, and 51 , stated by the Examiner as drawn to method for producing 



a recombinant protein only as drawn to use of a cell deficient in only the araFGH 
gene arabinose transporter system. 

Group IV consisted of original claims 10-15, stated by the Examiner as 
only drawn to bacterial host cell deficient in the araE gene arabinose transporter 
system. 

Group V consisted of original claims 10-14 and 16, stated by the Examiner 
as only drawn to bacterial host cell deficient in the araFGH gene arabinose 
transporter system. 

Group VI consisted of original claims 10-14 and 17, stated by the 
Examiner as only drawn to bacterial host cell deficient in both the araE and 
araFGH gene arabinose transporter systems. 

This response is timely filed, as a Petition for a Three-Month Extension of 
Time, with a check for the required fee of $460.00, is submitted herewith, making 
the response due on October 25, 2002. 

Applicant's election of Group III, claims 1-5, 8-9, 18-22, 25-30, 33-39, 42- 
47, and 50-51, is hereby made without prejudice to Applicant's right to pursue the 
non-elected claims in one or more divisional applications. The Examiner is invited 
to telephone Applicant's representative if the Examiner believes, for any reason, 
that personal communication would expedite the prosecution of this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: October 25, 2002 M • ^^XcLe^p^ 
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